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[T1S THE SEASON FOR
CARBON MONOXIDE

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, 480 people die and another 15,200
people go to emergency rooms because of
carbon monoxide poisoning. You can be
killed from CO before even knowing it($in
your home because you can see it and it[$
odorless. Lower level systemsinclude
headache, dizziness, disorientation, nausea
and fatigue. This can vary greatly depend-
ing upon age, overall health and the concen-
tration and length of exposure.

Everyoneis at risk especialy unborn ba-
bies, infants and children, senior citizens
and those with heart or lung problems. If
you feel you or your family member isill
from CO, 1) leave the residence, 2) deter-
mine how many areill and what the symp-
toms are, 3) cal 911 and when relaying
information to the dispatcher, include the
number of people who areill, 4) do not re-
enter the home without approval from the
fire department, and 5) call aqualified pro-
fessional to repair the source of the CO
(possible sources are: gas-fired appliances,
charcoal grills, wood-burning furnace or
fireplaces and motor vehicles).

To protect yourself and your family from
CO poisoning:

e Indgal at least one (1) UL
(Underwriters Laboratories) listed carbon
monoxide alarm with an audible warning
signal near the sleeping areas and outside
individual bedrooms. These are designed to
sound an alarm before an average, healthy
adult would experience symptoms.

e Haveaqudified professiona check all
fuel burning appliances, furnaces venting
and chimney systems at |least once ayear.

e Never use your range or oven to heat
your home and never use acharcoal or hiba-
chi grill in your home or garage.

e Never keep acar running in the
garage, even if the garage doors are
open.

e When purchasing an existing
home, have a qualified technician
evaluate the heating and cooking sys-
tems, as well as the sealed spaces be-
tween the garage and house.

MARK WIDNER
HELPING TO SET UP
COMMUNICATIONS IN
MISSISSIPPI

On October 19, 2005, Mark Widner,
Emergency Preparedness Manager,
left on deployment to Kiln, MS.
The state of Missouri requested that
Mark join D.C. Rogers from Clay
County, to assist in restoring
communications.

Katrina completely destroyed every-
thing from the coast to Kiln, which
islocated nine milesinland.
Seventy-eight percent of the city,
population of about 2,000, was
destroyed |eaving the rest 98%
condemned. Surviving the hurri-
cane was a concrete school structure
where Mark and the county wide
emergency operation center will be
located.

One of the things Mark will be help-
ing to accomplish isto make an 800
MHZ communication system opera-
tional.

Mark was told by Rogers that the
only thing there was an abundance
of at the location was food which
was trucked in. He will be sleeping
in asleeping bag at the operations
center. He wastold to bring a coat,
and to be sure the clothing he brings
can be disposed of.

Aswith everything Mark is
involved with, we know his
contribution will be a maior one.
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Most of the North driveway was poured as well as most of the
brick veneer isbeing installed.
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The metal fascia and gutter on the back sideisalso
completed
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SOME HISTORY OF THE INDEPENDENCE FIRE

RECOVERING THE 1928 AMERICAN LA
FRANCE

In the year 1928, the citizens of Independence ap-
proved a bond that allowed the Independence Fire
Department to raze the old wooden fire headquar-
ters and build amodern brick oneinitsplace. It
allowed other things as well including purchasing
two 1928 American LaFrance pumping engines at
the cost of $23,939.00.

hid

These engines were equipped with 750 gallon per
minute pumps and 80 gallon booster tanks. These
pumps meant that fire fighters had the capability,
for thefirst time in almost half a century, to control
their water pressure when fighting fires. Since the
arrival of water lines and fire hydrants in the 1880s,
the firemen had no choice but to connect their
attack lines directly to the hydrants.

This, of course, limited them to only the water
pressure contained in the system, which was often
inadequate. With the 80 gallon booster tanks, they
were allowed to stop small fires from becoming
large ones.

This pair of 1928 engines
were traded for anew See
to belost until September
the IFD stoppedin at afir
old days.
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by Georgie Waldrop
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The Haz Mat truck was also opened up for al to
see.

Tom Wade's Explorer in helping to set up aFire

Safety display stopsto give information and treats
to an early visitor.

Andrew Warlen, Code Compliance Manager, and
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Demonstrations of the effects of smoke were
given in the Hazard House.

And who wouldn’t be proud of this truck!
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